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erhaps nothing can incite one'’s desire for fravel like anticipation of the world’s most renowned
- " delicacies. Consider immersing yourself in the exotic spices of the Orient, the garlicladen smells of
an Italian kitchen, or the caloric masterpieces filling the windows of a Parisian patisserie. Such
culinary hallmarks often are the mostsavored memories of an interational adventure.
The rich diversity of European fare provides a feast for any fraveler. Within a relatively short geographical
distance, it's easy to discover countless specialiies available for any meal of the day. let your stomach

become your guide as you @xp|or@:- some of Europe's best desfinations on your own culinary adventure,

Breakfast: Greek Coffee and and shops flanked with owners twirling traditional
Cheese Pie in Athens worry beads as they encourage would-be shoppers to
Start your day in the birthplace of civilization and stroll ~ step inside.
among the ancient ruins of the Agora where Socrates Move over Seattle because Greece is a coffee lover’s
and Plato once roamed, discussing philosophy. Cited as  dream. In addition to the traditional Greek coffee,

. the origin for democracy, Athens provides a haunting national specialties are the frappé and freddo—tall,

; glimpse into the foundations of today’s modern world.  whipped coffees drunk throughout the day. For

! Enjoy your breakfast under the shadow of the breakfast, add a traditional cheese pie (tyropita) or a

! Acropolis at one of the many Greek tavernas in the tasty Greek yogurt and honey mixture
Plaka—the old district of Athens. Within walking that is also offered as dessert.

distance of the Agora, this tourism mecca marvelously After your meal, climb to the
mixes old and new. Juxtaposed against the ruins of the  Acropolis and give your eyes
Tower of the Winds and Hadrian’s Library is a maze a visual feast as you take in

of twisting streets. Within these passages, visitors the Parthenon and the

will find numerous open-air, vine-covered restaurants  archaeological treasures within
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HISTORY FUN FACT:

DONTMISS IT:

Pizzeria Brandi is the birthplace of the
famous Pizza Margherita.

the Acropolis museum. Be sure to see
the Odeion of Herodes Atticus, a
5,000-seat outdoor amphitheater built
in 161 B.C. and still used today. For
longer visits to Greece, marvel at the
sunset on the cliffs of Sounion
(Poseidon’s Temple), trek to mysterious
Delphi, once considered the center of
the world, or find adventure on one of
the stunning Greek islands.

14 postcards NOVEMBER /| DECEMBER

Lunch: Pizza in Naples
As you leave Greece behind, follow in
the footsteps of its ancient explorers to
Italy’s largest port, which the Greeks
named Neapolis (New City) in the
sixth century B.C.

The vibrant ambiance of this seaside
city reflects its colorful and tumultuous
past. Offering a mix of galleries, ruins,
and restaurants, Naples is also close to
historic sites such as Pompeii, which
was devastated by the explosion of
Mount Vesuvius in A.D. 79.

If the modern-day rumbling you feel
is hunger pains, head to Pizzeria
Brandi, which has graced its city-center
location for more than 225 years.
Founded in 1780, this pizzeria is the

birthplace of the Pizza Margherita—a
classic Italian specialty that mixes red
tomato sauce, white mozzarella cheese,
and green basil leaves as toppings. This
patriotic pizza—designed to highlight
the colors of the Italian flag—was first
created in 1889 for the royal visit of
King Umberto [ and Queen Margherita
and was so adored by the queen that it
was later named after her. In fact,

2005

Pizzeria Brandi still
displays the royal thank
you letter for that first
pizza, dated 1889!

After treating your taste
buds to this historic experience, explore
the second-century catacombs of San
Gennaro or visit the Castel dell’Ovo
(Egg’s Castle), which derives its name
from a medieval legend of a wizard who
buried an egg within the castle and
warned the locals to beware of the day
the shell eracked.

To discover Athens and Naples in
one fabulous vacation, consider a Grand
Mediterranean or Greek Isles 12-day
cruise on Princess Cruises, which stops
in both destinations along with other
ports of call. Ask your Carlson Wagonlit
Travel expert about early booking
discounts for upcoming voyages.

Dinner: Wine and Dine

in Bordeaux

Commanding historic and cultural
offerings as rich as its cuisine, Bordeaux
has given its name to one of the oldest
wine regions in France—a region often
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acclaimed as the wine capital
of the world.

Nestled among the city’s
18th-century architecture
and scenic waterways,
Bordeaux offers more than
50 sites, museums, and
monuments (several listed as
UNESCO World Heritage

Bordeaux is home to more than

12,000 wine estates.

—

Sites) in addition to a myriad
of art, sporting, and musical
events creating a series of
cultural aperitifs for the
region’s main attraction.

At the heart of a visit to
Bordeaux lies the desire to
indulge in its gastronomical
delights. More than one

thousand
restaurants grace
the city with
specialties including
regional foie gras,
‘ escargots, suckling
Pauillac lamb, and
traditional canelé
dessert. But the
centerpiece of the
region remains its
acres of rolling
~ vineyards and

/ distinctive wine

chateaux.

The best way to
explore the more
than 12,000 wine

estates and visit legendary
districts such as Saint-
Emilion and Médoc is to
take one of the tours offered
by the Bordeaux Tourist
Information Office, which
also offers wine tasting
seminars every Thursday.
Other options include a day
at the Ecole du Vin (School
of Wine) for instructive
tasting and chateaux tours.
Visitors can also pay homage
to the region’s famous grapes

Relox and enjoy Bordeaux's many cultural and historic sites.

at the Museé des Vins de
Bordeaux (Bordeaux Wine
Museum) in the city center.

To help you explore the
best of France, your Carlson
Wagonlit Travel expert can
book you on an escorted
tour by Globus or Cosmos,
whose 15-day highlight
tours include Bordeaux,
Paris, Normandy, Provence,
the Loire Valley, and the
French Riviera.

Bon appéut! o

Highlights of Sicily
& Southern Italy

e’ SO

Savor Rome, Naples, Palermo,
Taormina and Taranto. Includes 12
buffet breakfasts and six three-
course dinners. Enjoy amazing
ltalian food with their delicious vino!
You'll see these “must see” sights:
Vatican Museums, Sistine Chapel,
island of Capri, overnight cruise to
Palermo, breathtaking Valley of the
Temples and the Caves of
Castellana. Ciao Bella!

Sample price is land only, per person, double

| occupancy, Departures from March through

November. Subject to change, taxes not
included. Cancellation fees & restrictions apply.

GLOBUS.

Opening the door to the world?

Legendary Danube
River Cruise

11daysfmm$1 749 l

Eat your way across Europe with a

| journey through Germany, Austria

and Hungary. Spend three days in
Prague then embark in Nuremberg.
Enjoy a leisurely vacation through
Central and Eastern Europe's most
historical cities and towns, and on-
board meals with quality wines from
Europe's famous wine regions. All
Globus River Cruise vacations are
operated by Avalon Waterways,

Sample price is land only, per person, double
occupancy. Departures from May through

| November. Subject to change, taxes not

included. Cancellation fees & restrictions apply.

GLOBUS.

Opening the door to the world:

' 10% off

Discover Europe
Rates

Create your own culinary adventure
with a European road trip.

Must be a leisure rental of three
days or more. Rental period is
January 5—March 31, 2006.
Discover Europe rates are our
lowest rates.

Customer must reference discount number;
AWD K450000. Booking period for travel
agents is October 2005—March 2006,

AVIS

NOVEMBER

! DECEMBER

12-day Grand
Mediterranean

Inside cabin fnoms234 0

Savor the food and experience of
Barcelona, Marseille, Livorno,
Civitavecchia, Naples, Mykonos,
Istanbul, Kusadasi, Athens, and
Venice. Amenities include a $50
shipboard credit and a tote bag.

Fares are per person, double occupancy,
cruise only, subject to availability. Fare based
on Grand Princess category JJ 6/21/08
sailing, Group: TCN, Voyage: AB21. Gov't
fee/taxes add'l, $50 shipboard credit is
$25/person, first two passengers only. Tote
bag is one per cabin. Terms & conditions and
other restrictions apply. 2005 Princess
Cruises, Ships' Registry: Bermudan,
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