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Before You Go
When to Visit: Egyplian sumrnels can be unbearabt hot, so winbr (November rhrcush
February) is lhe popu ar toudst season. lt's besl lo avoid visiting dunng he monlh of Ramadan,
dunng which lime mdy shoFs and restalranls have imiled hourc and ealing or dnnking in
public is discolraged. Ramadan b.egins Sept I 3 lhis year

Security: All hotels and cars ha!€ s€curity checks. fyou feel un@mfodable, avoid popllar
barc, roshuranb a,rd markeis but don t discounl a vlsit to lhis deslination. Your Caison Wagonlll
Tm!€l expert can help you find a reputable lour cornpany and topnolch ac@mmodations.

Wardrobe: nealize you arc a guesl in anolher culture and respect he clgoms Oulside ol
hoteLs, ,,!omen should wear panls, longer skirts, and blous covenng lhe shouldels. lt4en should
avoid weadng sho'rs or lank shirts. Ele sure lo €move your shoes before enlenng a mosque.

Etiquettel The gesture of placing your nght hmd over your head shows humility and
glaliitde, €J'd il can b€ lsed to polilely say no. Avoid sifling wih fle soles of yolr shoes tucing
out'./,/ad or toward anoher p€Mq 6 his is considered impolile. Wlen grceting a n€mb€r ot
the opposite s€x, h's b€sl lo avoid hugs or kisses. A handshake will wo* jusi ine.
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F^strblishcd in 1815, this

I 2 0,000 wofks of aft fion1
prchistoric to Crcco-Ronmn
tirDcs. It showcascs dl in4n es-
sivc mllcction of mmunes
fr<n thc I 8th to 20dl dynasty,
.s wcll rs ancicnt $aruarv,
jcwclry, ud an astourding
collcLtion ofmon drar 1,70{l
o crsurcs fiur the boy-king
'l utrr*lunnur, krom.s KiDg
'lirt, whose rearly inercr torrlr
wlls discovered;n 1922.

Atier relishing the n,ajesty
ofdlc pymmids,I hardly
cxPcct€d to be xwesrr0ck in r
nrLrscunr. Yet prhaps ory
nrost permnrl, nrenronblc
nxnDeDci ;r ljeypt occlrrcd N
I snrcd irrto the richncss of
I(ing llu's goldeD mllskrnd
coflh. h wrs as if a blt ol'
be.ruw hir me, smnning nrc
speechlers.'f hc crrtumlrnship
oi dre piccus crcatcd such r
lifc-lilc trcrsurc that t]re lx'y-
ling sctnrctl rcrdy to whhper
kcrets lloln his incient prst.

'l'hc rrrlNcum houses 89
rrrrrrswhhirr two 0oors, rnrl
visit(n1, con gcrr preview ol'
ench roour.rn(lius rrtificts rt
c611)rimmuseunrgov.€g.

R€d 5€a Diving
 lthor8h scuh diving might
not bc thc first dringthat
conlcr t(, rrind when ADci-
c s tlrink ofng}?r drc Rcd
Scn olla$ sdnc ofdlc worldt
nrost sFctrculdr diving.

With nrore thaD 1,000
qcciesof fishrnd 150 of conl,
dre Rcd Scr is thc onlv dive
rrer in drc world to onurud
three rankirgs on de Top
Ten Divc Sitcs listing try
Scuh'fuvcl, an online d;ring
gunlc,'l wo ofdrese top
locatrns Slwk md Yolanda
Reef, and 

'l 
hisdegonn

wreck ran easilv be visited
on day divc rrips Forn t}e ci9
ofShamr El Sheikh, while drc

$ird-Big Brodc!-is best
visited liom a ti\-e-aboxrd boit
linr IILlrghada.

I scrned my dive it Shi*
Reef, which featues r l0-ti,ot
dccp plateu md a drop to
bluc infiliq'. liom drere, cur-
rents crrrv divcs to Yohnd:t
Rcef, Damcd for. orso sh;l)
drrt w$ rarupoltiDg b.dr-
roon fixues wher it sItnk in
I 980, sc.ttering toiletl
drughout fie dive sitc.

for Ne, $e most nrcnx!
rrblc rspect oi diving in thc
Rcd Sea was the mlorlirl
(nrDasrs it prcdded. Iav-
ing rniles oland hndsclpc
lrchird,I plmged innr
urrquoise wdten Nnd eDtcrr(l
I linsdon wherc ctll0r
rcigned suprhc. hrrplc
rn(lsol(leD comls wrlcd il
greeting as brigbdy col-

up Mount Sin.i drxt

rovided de most dcliniDg
experience. Slf oudcd in
drrkness, I jojned drousrnds
of other visitors to tmce
Mccs' path up De.rly 4,0(X)
stcps to dr rnourtriris pcrk.
Thc starlit jomev t<x*

WE RECOMMEND

breakbg ovcr thc historic
setting Thc softJtued sunrise
w.s bod m cndins :md :r
begimins-$e perfrcr close
to my Eg}?tim hvels ind tle
stnn ofmenories I woultl kccp
with me for yea6 to conre. rt

Gingt Thggatl hrx borked ii
the t@el i,kh6h'J JAt orethan
I t Jear nd tiittl ?rat tlral
10 auhi6 at sit aniftn^-

orerl schools of 6sh svnur
by. It wN cxhihmting. 

t

sunliseon I
Mount Sinai
A fcw houn from dre
Rc(lScr si$Mount

Monisrcry, $'hich sils at dre
lnsc ofthc mormtrnr and is
one of thc world's greatest
ccnters for religious p;lglinr
.ges. Circd .s rhe rvond's
oUcsr working (lhristian

otmsicry, it includes tl 6$-
century chapel builton whrt is
bclicvcd to be tie s;te of dlc
Buuing Bush. It also his i
wonderli:1ly pteserved citatlcl
Nnd houses p;celes! worl6 of
an, ilcluding a librrw of
xncient nunusojpts and icons
socond onlv to the Vatien.

Ilosever, it *as th joumey

durnrg which
ti'ne I dodged tourisFlxdcn
cimel$ and mxnclcd it drc
pmcession offlast igbc
crerted light wccks cli'nbing
skywrrds. Ihvas hunbliDg rntl
dtought-provoknrg.

At the nmir, e experi-
ence ret|ch€d its literil xnd
figuratire peak c I huddled
with strangc md mrweled
at the fiFtrys ofmlight

(l(rnnund rcnts-rnd
thcsitcofsomeofrny
frrvoritc lig4rtian crpcri-
cnccs. I d:oroughly cnjoycd
vjsiti'rg St. Cadlcinc
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